JUN. 2.2004 1 1:23AM M/0ERSON KWOK CHEN 



NO. 305 P. 10 



sunsuo 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-8, 10-17, and 19-23 are pendmg in the present application. Claims 1-8, 10- 

17, and 1 9-23 are rejected in the Advisory Action. Independrat claijois 1, 16, and 23 are 

amended. No new matter is added. The rejections are respectfiilly traversed in light of the 

following remarks, and reconsideration is requested. 

In the Advisory Action, the Examiner rejects the pending claims by stating: 

As best interpreted the wherein clause is a desired use, does not 
fuitfaer limit tiiejHOduct As sud% the r^ons in the ^nal are 
maintained. Furthermore, applicants* attention is drawn to 
figure 7a of Aoki et al with respect to recording only in the land 
areas. 

Addressing the Examiner's first statement, Applicants have amended independent 
claims 1, 16, and 23 to recite that '^e phase^change material on the lands is the only area on 
the disc where data information is written to", '^e phase-change portion over the lands is the 
only area on the disc where data infomiation is written to*', and '^e phase-change material 
deposited on the lands is the only area on the disc where data hidSwmation is written to'', 
respectively. No new matter is added, as the amendments are supported in the specification as 
filed, ^or example. Fig, 2 and accompanying text show tiiat the disc of the present invention 
has a ROM portion 202 and a writable portion 204, where writable portion 204 has lands and 
grooves. Thus, the only portion of the disc having writable portions is writable portion 204, 
Further, as set fortii in the previous Response, information is written only to the grooves, and 



not the lands, (See, e.g.. Applicants' specification at page 5, lin^^^5^2^age 6^Upes^ll 
^sMli^22^^^^, lines 20-23, page 10, lines 6-9, page 13, lines 22-30, and page 15, Ime 29 
to page 16, line 7; Fig. 3), Accordingly, data information is writable only to the phase-change 
material over the lands in writable portion 204. 

Applicants believe that the amendments of claims 1, 16, and 23 are not a desired use, 
but rather limit the product to having phase-change material over the lands as beixig the only 
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areas of the disc where data iofoimation is written to. 

Addressing the ExaminCT's second statement, Aoki et al, disclose a disc having a file 
management region and a data region* (See, e.g. Figs. 7A and 7B and conesponding t^.) 
Aoki teaches that "file management information** is recorded on only either lands or grooves 
(coL 3, lines 48-55), and in Fig. 7A shows one embodiment in which the file management 
information is recorded only on lands (coL 7, lines 50-67)^ On the same disc, information is 
also iworded on "both lands and grooves in the data region" (col. 3, lines 55-58). As seen 
fiom Figs. 7A and 7B, if in the file management region (step 22), recordation is only on the 
lands in the file management region (step 23), and if not in the file management region (i.e., in 
the data region), recordation is on both the lands and grooves (steps 27 and 32). Thus, AoM et 
al. teach wiitmg information on both the file management region and the data re^on of a disc, 
where information ra the data region is written on both lands and grooves. 

To the contrary, independent claims 1, 16, and 23 recite that the phase-change material 
on the lands is the only area on the disc where data infonnation is written to. Thus, 
Applicants believe that claims 1, 16, and 23, as amended, are patentable over Aold et al. 

Applicants fiirther believe that claims 1 , 1 6, and 23 are patentable over the previously 
cited references for reasons set forth, at least, in Applicants* previous responses^ 

Claims 2-8, 10-15, 17, and 19-22 depend on claims 1 and 16 and are thus patentable 
for at least the same reasons as claims 1 and 16. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejections. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the fotegoing reasons. Applicants believe pending claims 1-8, 10-17, and 19-23 
are allowable, and a notice of allowance is lespectfiiHy requested. If the Examiner has any 
questions regarding the application, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned Attorney 
at (949) 752-7040. 



I htsdby certify that this coxvespoodence is hda§ deposited with 
the U.S. Posnl Service a$ Fim Cl»5 M«] Id an envelope or 
Facsfanile tzansmltied. idtfRSsed id: CommissioMr £»r PAtcnts, 
Alexandria. VA223I3>145Q,qii Jane 2. 260^. 



RiiaK. Kimiiid 



Respectailly su^tted, 

Tom Chen^ 
Attorney for Applicant's) 
Reg. No. 42,406 
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